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spiritual freedom. And 


cries aloud his imperfection, not to say his evil; the 
escapism into the supposed perfecting of human institu- 


idealism as an end in itself, the impoverishment of all the 
depths and heights of the Christian religion to the supposed 


simplicity of following the precepts of Jesus; the 


this principle has been carried further by us than by any 


utopianism of the perfection of man in a situation which 


one inherent in Christianity itself : 


Com- 


THE INQUIRER, OCTOBER 29, 1955 


AND THE FAITH 


Or alternatively man can be considered as lifting 


Some men see in this a new approach to certainty. 
himself in history towards God. Only—the creators of the 


reveal mofé completely man as he is, and the depths and 
God is revealing himself in this manner in what is called 


heights to which he has to relate himself. 
found an intuitive understanding of life’s deepest mystery, 


in terms of their own day as, say, the men of to-day. | 
parisons of quality can never be drawn in man’s full 


approach to the nature of God. 


essor 
the Professor of Constructive Theology at Chicago 
sity. He is a liberal Christian. He writes as such 
he is in revolt, in a thoroughly i 


Abraham and Isaac myth, it can be seen, held just as pro- 
_ ing way, against what he regards as the 


win, 12s. 6d., by Bernard Meland). Prof 


history. 


THE CHURCHES, THE MINISTRY 


taken from a new book, Faith and Culture (Allen 
M 


aes liberal Christianity. The easy surface thinking, the simple 
es defining of what cannot be defined, the pursuit of moral 
if {abby 
| 

| 

j 


egard to animal suffe- 
effective action may be 


questionable, but clearly the duty lies on fowlers to avoid 


through the United Nations would be really effective. Whether 
birds that they are not likely to bring down. 


ihe conscience of other countries with r 


ing is aroused sufficiently to allow 


together witnesses. To have 


is Unitarians have done, is not to deny the 


by the faith and the Gospel for 
are 
and. conviction. It is here where the 
to perform. What matters above 
ieve with all our heart, mind, 
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for hours on end as the geese form pattern after pattern i 
he Thome wings were nw andthe ea igh 
to a moment commencing to travel 
| oe talk is over now and in the new day's light one can see th 
» : ee fronds zostera grass trail from ir beaks as they 
gobble ravenously. In a while the geese will preen themselves 
poy poe and their hoarse chatter will be heard afar off, but for the 
feet from the North Lands. Weary and hungry they arrive softly and clearly to 
ia to feed on our marshes and low meadows. All save the : - of the dune. Carefully, 
t Brents are glad to roam our stubble fields as they recuperate  uietly, I steal away still unseen until a curlew on the wing 
t wildest and the Brent geese are the wildest of their kind.  * “is beats . . . the geese are hungry and go on feeding. 
tf night these black-headed geese stay out at sea, cradled 
i by the waves and in the early dawn come to the mud flats A CRITIC'S NOTEBOOK 
: 2 and sand-banks to feed on zostera grass and marine plants. 
if As soon as the ebbing tide leaves bare the shallow bars some By E. W. Martin 
Es instinct warns the birds that they have no time to lose and 
a with trumpeting noises they lift from the water and skein "THE value of psychological techniques as an aid to the 
. a to the oozy sands. There they guddle until the filling tide “understanding of ourselves and our age is undoubted, and 
if floats their replete bodies and off they go out to sea again. in Experiment in Depth (Routledge and Kegan Paul, 25s.) 
: Mr. P. W. Martin considers the historical writing of Professor 
“ Wildgoose chase” i proverbial > 
gone to the saltings or a river estuary to watch the Brents to tow 
tt when I could say that my time was wasted on a “ wild goose aims. Toynbee in his A Study of History states that when 
chase”. However strong the wind, however wetting the flung 
: a ° comes to its “ time of troubles” such as we face 
i spume, despite the chill and the feeling that one’s feet onpen Sadie he i world 
call of a curlew compensates for all miseries and one forgets ge Sy 
; every discomfort. Perhaps from a mile away the loncly call ma. Tae ee 
comes softly through the disappearmmg darkness taking one’s 
third with the processes and contacts which the 
Here, in Ireland, it is said that the calls of the wild fowl  ““PeTMment_ brings = past, 
are the laments of the souls of exiles hovering, homeless, withthe experimen which of ~ 
Li over the shores of thear beloved land. The call of the curlew = = writes, “to undertake the withdrawal-and-return—to live 
7. almost suggests its mame and one can almost detect the sob dangerously to the Sartumate - 
re and wail in the double plaint. lo some purpose—are ones”. The 
i Small flocks come over, conversing with others far of. cannot the sate of up” 
For the next few months the sea shores will echo their liquid is Win Gis in 
No one interested im religion or society can read this book 
* without realizing the mmmense potentialitics of creative liv- 
The light is comi and it is almost lo me Se a 
distinguish flocks of mallard and wigcon fightmg im low  ““P ™ which diverse personalities may become members 
. over the water. But the day seems to hesitate and thes of one another”. it is a challenge that religious people have 
| euuiun epi. Suddenly one sees the long sickle beak of a faced, m ome way or another, sce man began to wonder 
curlew and realizes that soon the geese be on the wing. and thmk. But methods and expermments and the comparing 
Ears strain against wind noises to hear the honking chores, ®%*<* & the sharing of Knowledge mus help. 
and unheard im the scent, Dr. Robert Oppenbemmcr, was removed from hs 
overcome the fecizng that while my thoughts have wandered post for sccurity reasons, and We Accuse! by Joseph and 
: with the curfews’ calls my cyes and cars have closed «= Yet Stewart Alsop (Gollancz, 13s. Gd) tells the story of this mis 
carriage of justice and presents certam mmportant documents 
with No living thimgs make a nose bic it is pos 
mesc of fighting Sandpipers pipe and ws sible to sce af once charge against Dr. 
whistle but these are sounds compased oath the Grating of tnd 
cali of the visitors from Spitzbergen and Greenland inte 
Above the wall of the wind @ the grams, above meclicctual vigour and loyalty, and was 
of the abowe the cal of mal which involved hem Gspute wah men whose idcals were 
suddenly the chores of the geese comes on the wind objects. 
and amuiously eyes try to pierce the The bead is Any thoughts about our desturbed world or the semedse: 
tareed from to ade 2s the am Gills wath sound and there lskely to bring peace and goodwill mto cur midst, will force 
and lang and the mand to read what muinds have recorded: and tho 
ali around seuse of power that 2 wild Arter Stacy, now cited The New 
Bedside Book - the Close (Gollancz, 12s. 64) 
to grow before a rewarding book m ali @s parts. Stanicy’s am is to 
the journey southwards began land and sce they beat the reader to 2 strong fortress rather then to frory 
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might be illuminating. 


Is it of its own free will that a child of a Catholic or mixed 
marriage has its mind closed to other possible beliefs long before 


it is able to think for itself?—Yours, 


been. flouted and forcible conversions made: there is 
A definition of “ forcible conversion ” 


no counter law to undo the wrong; for having submitted to 
becoming a Catholic the new convert is automatically held. 


bring much of the past 
Admittedly, Professor 


Enid Shears. 


5 


By “ Tank” 


WASTED COURAGE 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The 
general exceed three to four hundred words in 


14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should 


sae 4 


366 
suddenly and surprisingly alive. 
| Stauffer uses literary records as well; but in this he is one 
historian among many. In using coins to clinch his case he 
| is, it would seem, quite unique. Augustus, Cleopatra, Nero, 
Domitian, Constantine—they come ito life when we can 
| 
| 
| ne very carly moi to read into huisic 
it : and the beliefs of the twentieth century. For that re 
i | and for many others, Profeser Stauffer deserves to be \ WEBB, a doctor's son from Ironbri 
read. ppshire, hit the headlines, as newspaper 
le 4 was twenty-three by diving from the deck 
if : in a gallant attempt to save a shipmate 
| > the Atlantic. The attempt failed, but M 
| inquirer,” in the newspapers and a 
| | ant in the Duke of Edinburgh of the 
; . length. ater, in 1875, Matthew caused q 
» the 
crowded 
Divorce of a young 
Sm.—An official announcement concerning Princ 
ss seems imminent. Let us hope that the great P 
x Unitarians will do their utmost to influenc ater for 
. H. L. Short (The his chances. 
| attitude Commentator a¢ ebb stepped 
editorial of Octobe Hagiish Channel. 
| : and pharis. to Dover the news 
| woud of Matthew 
Any memt tars later Mat 
|| that to af : away—just wasted it. Perhaps, he 
|e man with being in the news, doing something out 
, | ordinary. Anyhow, he got the idea of swimming 
. atiempt to swim across. They were taking 
steamer, the Maid of the Mist, from the 
river to the American. 
know of ill boat became mpossible 
Catholics, but could no more steer the 
Catholc Church. Somehow, however. 
released? the Captain, Joel Robinson, 
surely, should have some i men venture 
with authority m hss Webb 
tas obtained should 
under duress. there 5s ignore 
5 the CC. when & comes 6 breath and what 
; ang. the i that ts done carry bum 
Catholics, @ Se, on Tucsday, 
as right” there & BO the course 
that the Cance Law Y mules an 
TR oper (pow fers ? He bad 
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— 5 thered from far and near for 
aa S10 Anniversary Service was held at “ The Old 
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Kindly mention weeds Pattern of Wor- 
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; Advance Notice 
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